Lesson 3

Objectives: introducing two ways of giving orders: impolite by using imperatives and polite by using the structure "Could you.....".

Aids: the text of "Cinderella"; copies of a letter written to Cinderella by the ugly sisters.

Activities: individual work, pair work.

Skills: all four language skills.

Time: 45 minutes.

Procedure:
I. Lead-in.

1. Vocabulary work.  

a. The teacher begins by saying: "The ugly sisters went to the ball and left a letter to Cinderella". Next, she distributes one copy of this letter per two students. There are different verbs written in bold face in each of the copies. The students' task is to check the meaning of these verbs in their dictionaries and, next, to explain them to the whole class by showing the actions these verbs describe.

b. The students work in pairs for 5 minutes.

c. Feed-back: The teacher reads the letter. Each time she reads a verb, one of the students comes to the front of the class and "shows" its meaning.

d. Next the teacher asks the students to repeat new verbs, first chorally, and then - individually to make sure they pronounce them correctly.

II. Giving orders by using imperatives.

1. The teacher asks the students to look at the letter and say which form of the verb is used to give orders. The students answer: "infinitives" and give their own examples of orders, for instance: "Open the door!", "Shut the window!", etc.

2. Next the teacher asks the students to write down a short conversation between Cinderella and the ugly sisters using verbs from the letter. The teacher gives a model conversation to make sure all the students understands the task. The teacher asks also the students to be ready to act out their conversation in front of the whole class.

3. The students work in pairs for 5 minutes to complete the task.

4. Feed-back: The students act out their conversations.

5. The teacher discusses with the students the tone of these conversations. She makes them aware that the ugly sisters were impolite to Cinderella and that this was achieved by using imperatives.

III. Making requests by using the structure: "Could you....?".

1. The teacher says: "A fairy changes the hearts of the ugly sisters. Now they are very kind to Cinderella. How do you think they will ask Cinderella to do something for them?". If the students are not able to answer this question, the teacher gives the correct structure by saying" "Could you sweep the floor?", for instance.

2. The teacher asks the students to change their conversations by replacing imperatives with the structure "Could you...", and by making other necessary changes. The teacher gives the students a model to follow.

3. The students work in pairs for 5 minutes to be ready to act out their conversations.

4.  Feed-back: The students act out their conversations.

IV. Free- practice.

1. The teacher talks with the students about the jobs they do at home to help their parents.

2. Role play: The students are asked to work in pairs. The teacher gives each student a role to play. Role A: "You are a mother. You have a lot of work to do around the house. Ask your daughter/son to help you. Use two ways of giving orders: polite or impolite." Role B: "You are a daughter/son. Your mother asks you to help her with some housework. At first be impolite to your mother and refuse to help her. But in the end do what your mother wants you to do."

3. The students do the task for ten minutes. 

4. Next they act out their conversations.

Dear Cinderella,

Your jobs for tonight:

sweep the chimney, scrub the floors,

beat the carpets, hoover the stairs,

dust the furniture, polish the silver,

make the beds, change the sheets,

tidy the house, dig the garden, 

clean out the fireplace, empty the rubbish, 

wash our underwear, mend the socks, 

darn the shirts, iron the clothes, 

cook the supper, do the washing-up,

dry the dishes, put them away.

Don't wait up for us. We might be late home. 

The simplified text of  "CINDERELLA"


There was once a beautiful young girl called Cinderella who had a wicked stepmother and two ugly sisters. They made her do all the work in the house. She wore only rags and had to sleep by the fire place near the warm cinders at night. 


One day an invitation arrived from the prince of the country to the ball he was to hold to choose his bride. The ugly sisters danced round in excitement deciding which ballgown to wear and what jewels to put on. But Cinderella was not allowed to go to the ball.


When they had left for the ball Cinderella sat down and cried. Suddenly her fairy-godmother appeared and told her not to cry because she would go to the ball after all. She told Cinderella to bring the biggest pumpkin she could find and to fetch six mice and a rat from the traps.


The fairy waved her wand and turned the pumpkin into a beautiful coach, the mice into six white horses and the rat into a tall coachman. Then she transformed Cinderella's ragged clothes and shoes into an elegant ballgown and glass slippers. She warned Cinderella that she must be home by midnight.


When Cinderella appeared in the ballroom the prince fell in love with her and would not dance with the other ladies. But Cinderella had forgotten her god-mother's warning and when the palace clock began striking midnight she ran from the ballroom down the palace stairs leaving behind one glass slipper.


As the clock finished striking midnight Cinderella's beautiful gown turned back into rags, a pumpkin lay by the roadside, six mice and a rat scampered down the road and disappeared into the hedge and Cinderella herself hurried away past the palace guard.


The ugly sisters told Cinderella all about the unknown princess with whom the prince had fallen in love while she helped them off with their gowns and hung them in the closet and put their shoes away and combed their hair for them and put their jewels in their jewel boxes.


Back at the palace the prince stood sadly holding the glass slipper in his hand. He decided to send messengers all round the kingdom with the slipper and when they found the girl whose foot it fit he would marry her.


The messengers knocked on every door of every house in the land and showed the slipper, resting on a velvet cushion, to every girl. The ugly sisters could not squeeze their big feet into the glass slipper but when Cinderella tried it on it fit perfectly. She and the prince were married and lived happily ever after.

