A series of 4 lessons based on the fairy tale "Cinderella".

 Lesson 1.

Objectives: to introduce the students to working with a literary text by various while-listening and post-listening activities; to give the students practice in listening for general comprehension.

Aids: pictures representing various characters from various fairy tales; a tape with the recorded story of Cinderella; a set of drawings to the fairy tale one per  pair.

Activities: work with the whole class; pair work.

Skills: listening and reading; speaking and writing.

Time: 45 minutes

Procedure:
I. Pre - listening activities:

1. Introduction to the lesson:

The teacher presents a set of colourful pictures representing characters and objects taken from the text: a fairy, a witch, a wizard, a castle, the King, the Queen, the prince, the princess. The teacher asks the students to state in what kind of books they can find these characters and objects. The teacher elicits the term "baśnie" and gives the English equivalent: "fairy tales".

2. Vocabulary work.

Pointing to one picture at a time, she practises the students' pronunciation by asking them to repeat each word after her, at first chorally, and next individually.

3. Guided discussion around the topic:

The students answer several question directed to them by the teacher:

- Do you like fairy tales?

-  What is your favourite fairy tale?

-  Who is your favourite character?

-  Why do you like fairy tales?

The teacher allows the students to speak in Polish, especially when they answer questions 2,3 and 4.

II. While-listening tasks.

1. The teacher states the main objective of the lesson.

2. The teacher introduces the first while-listening task by saying: "Listen to the fairy tale and guess its title and try to recognise and write down the names of the main characters".

3. The students listen to the fairy tale and perform the task. They work on their own.

4. Feed-back: One of the students gives the Polish title and the names of the characters. The others listen and correct if necessary. The teacher gives the English title of the fairy tale: "Cinderella", and draws the students' attention to the fact that it is the name of the heroine of the story.

5. The teacher introduces the second while-listening task. She says: "You are going to listen to the fairy tale for the second time. This time your task is to put pictures I am going to give you in a minute into the correct order according to the text by numbering them. These pictures illustrate the text. You are going to work in pairs." The teacher distributes the pictures and allows the students to look at them for a minute and then she plays the tape. The teacher also sets a time limit for performing the task.

6. The students listen to the text, and next they work in pairs to perform the task.

7. Feed-back: One of the students gives his/her order to the whole class. His/Her partner pins the pictures in the correct order on the board. The other students look and correct if necessary.

III. Post-listening task.

1. The post-listening task is based on the former task. The teacher explains the task to the students by saying: "Now you are going to work in groups of five. I shall give you eight pieces of paper with one sentence on each piece. Each sentence goes with one picture. But one sentence is missing. Your task is to read the sentences and match them with the correct pictures. Then write down the missing sentence". The teacher organises the groups and distributes the pieces of paper with the sentences. She makes sure that all the students know what to do.


	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	


2. The teacher allows the students to read the sentences and answers the questions they may have about the vocabulary.

3. The students perform the task in groups. They work for ten minutes. The teacher helps them if necessary, especially in writing the missing sentence.


4. Feed-back: One of the students from each group reads one sentence. A partner from the same group puts the sentence on the blackboard under the correct picture. When the task is completed, the teacher asks the students to read their own sentences. Each group reads their own sentence, which the teacher corrects if necessary. Next, the best sentence is chosen for the class story and put on the blackboard.

5. Finally, one or two students read the whole text aloud.

The simplified text of  "CINDERELLA"


There was once a beautiful young girl called Cinderella who had a wicked stepmother and two ugly sisters. They made her do all the work in the house. She wore only rags and had to sleep by the fire place near the warm cinders at night. 


One day an invitation arrived from the prince of the country to the ball he was to hold to choose his bride. The ugly sisters danced round in excitement deciding which ballgown to wear and what jewels to put on. But Cinderella was not allowed to go to the ball.


When they had left for the ball Cinderella sat down and cried. Suddenly her fairy-godmother appeared and told her not to cry because she would go to the ball after all. She told Cinderella to bring the biggest pumpkin she could find and to fetch six mice and a rat from the traps.


The fairy waved her wand and turned the pumpkin into a beautiful coach, the mice into six white horses and the rat into a tall coachman. Then she transformed Cinderella's ragged clothes and shoes into an elegant ballgown and glass slippers. She warned Cinderella that she must be home by midnight.


When Cinderella appeared in the ballroom the prince fell in love with her and would not dance with the other ladies. But Cinderella had forgotten her god-mother's warning and when the palace clock began striking midnight she ran from the ballroom down the palace stairs leaving behind one glass slipper.


As the clock finished striking midnight Cinderella's beautiful gown turned back into rags, a pumpkin lay by the roadside, six mice and a rat scampered down the road and disappeared into the hedge and Cinderella herself hurried away past the palace guard.


The ugly sisters told Cinderella all about the unknown princess with whom the prince had fallen in love while she helped them off with their gowns and hung them in the closet and put their shoes away and combed their hair for them and put their jewels in their jewel boxes.


Back at the palace the prince stood sadly holding the glass slipper in his hand. He decided to send messengers all round the kingdom with the slipper and when they found the girl whose foot it fit he would marry her.


The messengers knocked on every door of every house in the land and showed the slipper, resting on a velvet cushion, to every girl. The ugly sisters could not squeeze their big feet into the glass slipper but when Cinderella tried it on it fit perfectly. She and the prince were married and lived happily ever after.

